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EMS satellite stations: Mimbres Region 

 

Gila Regional Medical Center offers emergency medical services to the 

community and ambulances can be seen traveling the streets of Silver City 

and down the highway to other venues. 

Did you know that not only Silver City-based units answer calls for help? 

GRMC has three satellite EMS groups that travel the roadways in the less-

populated areas around Cliff, Sapillo and the Mimbres Valley. 

May is Emergency Medical Services Awareness Month. And these three 

will be featured in a series about what these volunteer groups do. 

……………………………… 

The station in the Mimbres Valley covers the area from the Georgetown 

Road to Emory Pass on New Mexico 152 and New Mexico 61 from NM 152 

to U.S. 180. 

“We also cover Sapillo when they have no responders, so we cover NM 

35 all the way to the (Gila) cliff dwellings (National Monument),” David 

Hyde, Mimbres Valley EMS coordinator, said. 

The satellite station has 14 members, including two drivers, three 

dispatchers, two first responders, five emergency medical technicians with 

basic training, one with intermediate training and one paramedic. 

“They all live around Mimbres,” Hyde said, “so we all respond to calls 

when we are in the area. On any given call, we have three responders.” 

Each member has a radio by which they can be reached. 

“We respond to about 10 calls a month,” Hyde said.  “All calls go through 

Central Dispatch.” 

Central Dispatch then pages the members and the Mimbres Valley 

dispatch will contact the volunteers and pass information back to Central. 

The satellite station has an ambulance provided and stocked by Gila 

Regional Medical Center. It is housed at the station in the Mimbres. 

“When we respond to a call, depending on where the call is, we will go to 

the station or some will go to the scene,” Hyde said. “When we arrive, we 

will assess the patient and, if needed, call for other resources, such as 

advanced life support, fire or police. Normally we transport the patient to 

GRMC, but if the patient is bad, we can call for a helicopter.” 

Hyde described the Mimbres EMS unit as a basic life support group. In a 

typical scenario an EMT with basic certification and a first responder will do 

patient care. 

An EMT-B is limited on medications that he or she can give. 



“If a patient needs meds for pain, that med is not in our scope,” Hyde said.  

“We would call for advanced life support and we load the patient and start 

for GRMC at the same time the paramedics are paged. Wherever we meet, 

we stop and a medic will get in with us and take over patient care.” 

He said sometimes on “real bad calls,” the EMS unit at GRMC is 

scanning the radio and “will head out without us calling. They will be there 

about the same time as we are loading the patient.” 

We are proud of our EMS system and the role that Gila Regional Medical 

Center plays in its delivery,” stated Brian Bentley, Chief Executive Officer 

at Gila Regional Medical Center. “But it is these volunteers that are the back 

bone of our system.”  

A first anniversary celebration, reception and open house of the 10,000 

square feet EMS facility at Gila Regional will be held at 9 a.m. on May 14, 

2010. The building includes a state-of-the-art training center where 

volunteers can train and perfect their skills. 

 

 

 


